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How to participate in this Webinar 
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Submit comments or questions in writing. 

1 

2 

Written questions 
and comments will 
be read aloud by 
DWR Staff.  
 
 
Comments not 
addressed, due to 
time constraint, 
will be provided to 
DWR. 



Presentation Overview 
 

• Brief Review of Emergency Regulation 

• Basin Boundary Modification Process 

–Local Agency Resources 

–Local Agency Submission Procedures 

–Public Input Procedures 

• Questions & Answers 
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SGMA Milestones 
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SGMA Milestones 
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 515 Groundwater Basins and Subbasins 

 

 

Applicability 
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Basin Boundary Regulations 
• Define the basin based upon the best available 

science. 
• Internal boundaries can be created for 

jurisdictional and management purposes. 
• Regulations based upon these governing 

requirements, SGMA §10722.2 (c) 
– (1) How to assess the likelihood that the proposed 

basin can be sustainably managed.  
– (2) How to assess whether the proposed basin would 

limit the sustainable management of adjacent basins.  
– (3) How to assess whether there is a history of 

sustainable management of groundwater levels in the 
proposed basin.  
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Questions 

• Regulation development 

• Specifics of Regulations 

• Basin Boundary/GSA/GSP Relationships 

• Basin Boundary Definitions / Bulletin 118 
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Basin Boundary Modification Process 
–Local Agency Resources 

–Local Agency Submission Procedures 

–Public Input Procedures 

12 



Groundwater Basin Boundary Resources 

35 

2. DWR Basin Boundary Assessment Tool 

(Informational) 
https://gis.water.ca.gov/app/bbat/ 

1. DWR Basin Boundary Modification Website 

(Informational) 
http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/basin_boundaries.cfm  

 

https://gis.water.ca.gov/app/bbat/
http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/basin_boundaries.cfm
http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/basin_boundaries.cfm


Bulletin-118 and Water Agencies 
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CASGEM Prioritization & Counties 

15 



Surface Geologic Maps 
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Basin Boundary Assessment Tool 
Demo 

• Brief Demonstration of Functionality 
• http://water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/basin_boundaries.cfm 
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http://water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/basin_boundaries.cfm


Questions? 

• Existing DWR Resources 

• External Resources 

• Planned Resources 
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Basin Boundary Modification Process 
–Local Agency Resources 

–Local Agency Submission Procedures 

–Public Input Procedures 
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3. DWR Basin Boundary 
Modification System 

(Operational) 
 

Local Agency Tools 
 

• Submit Initial Notification (343.9) 
 

• Submit Boundary Requests 

 

Public Tools 
 

• Table of Boundary Modification 
Notification & Requests 
 

• Map of Boundary Modification 
Notification & Requests  

 

Groundwater Basin Boundary Resources 

http://sgma.water.ca.gov/basinmod/  

http://sgma.water.ca.gov/basinmod/


Initial Notification Process 

• §343.9 Initial Notification –  
– (a)Within 15 days of a local agency’s decision to 

explore boundary modification…shall notify the 
Department…  

• Value in notification and coordination with: 
– Other Local Agencies – coordination of submissions 

(§343.6 – Combination of Requests) 
– Local Stakeholders – solicit best available information 

and considerations 
– DWR – allow for preparation and expediency of 

review process 
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Initial Notification 

• When to submit 

• Why is this necessary 

– Informs other local agencies within the basin and 
adjacent basins 

– Informs stakeholders within the basin 

– Informs the department of potential request 
volume 

• How to submit….BBMRS 

– http://sgma.water.ca.gov/basinmod/ 
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http://sgma.water.ca.gov/basinmod/


BBMRS – Initial Notification 
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Modification Request Submission 

• Preparing to submit a request 

– Make initial notification 

– Perform required notification and consultation 

– Board approvals and support documentation as 
appropriate 

– Gather required information (Worksheet will aid) 

• How to submit…BBMRS 

– http://sgma.water.ca.gov/basinmod/ 
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BBMRS - Modification Request 
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Questions 

• BBMRS Tools 

• Initial Notification Submission 

• Boundary Modification Request Submission 

• Status of Request 
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Basin Boundary Modification Process 
–Local Agency Resources 

–Local Agency Submission Procedures 

–Public Input Procedures 
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Public Input Process 
• §343.12 Public Input  
• (a) Any person may provide information to support or oppose a 

proposed boundary 
• modification request as follows:…. 
• (b) The Department shall post all public input on the Department’s 

Internet Web site. 
• (c) The Department is not required to respond to comments received 

through public 
• input, but will consider such comments as part of its evaluation of a 

boundary 
• modification request. 
• (d) The Department shall give the requesting agency a reasonable 

opportunity to respond 
• to public input, including the opportunity to modify the boundary 

modification request. 
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Back to BBMRS for Comment Demo 
• http://sgma.water.ca.gov/basinmod/ 
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http://sgma.water.ca.gov/basinmod/


Next Steps  
 

• January 1, 2016 – DWR Starts Accepting Boundary 
Modification Requests (3 Month period - Due 
3/31/16). 
 

• Sep. 2016* – DWR Approves Draft List of 
Boundaries and Presents to CWC to Hear and 
Comment. 

• Early 2017* – DWR Approves & Publishes Final 
Boundaries 

30 *Estimated – Subject to Change 



Upcoming Documents 

• Submission Worksheet 

• BBMRS Tool Guidance 

• Updated Checklist with resource links 

• Basin Boundary Modification FAQ 
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Critical Links to SGM Program 
• Sustainable Groundwater Management Program 

– http://water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/index.cfm 

• Basin Boundary Modifications 
– http://water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/basin_boundaries.cfm 

• Groundwater Sustainability Agencies 
– http://water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/gsa.cfm 

• Groundwater Sustainability Plan Regulations 
– http://water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/gsp.cfm 

• Sustainable Groundwater Management Email List 
– http://water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/subscribe.cfm 

• Sustainable Groundwater Planning Grants 
– http://water.ca.gov/irwm/grants/sgwp/index.cfm 
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Critical Contacts 
• Regional Offices 

– Northern 
• Bill Ehorn  Bill.Ehorn@water.ca.gov 
• Erin Smith  Erin.Smith@water.ca.gov 
• Michelle Dooley  Michelle.Dooley@water.ca.gov 

 

– North Central 
• Bill Brewster  Bill.Brewster@water.ca.gov 
• Aaron Cuthbertson  Aaron.Cuthbertson@water.ca.gov 
• Christina Boggs  Christina.Boggs@water.ca.gov 

 

– South Central 
• Dane Mathis  Dane.Mathis@water.ca.gov 
• Mike McKenzie  Charles.McKenzie@water.ca.gov 
• Chris Olvera  Christopher.Olvera@water.ca.gov 
• Ben Gooding  Benjamin.Gooding@water.ca.gov 

 

– Southern 
• Tim Ross  Timothy.Ross@water.ca.gov 

 

• Headquarters - Sacramento 
• Tim Godwin Timothy.Godwin@water.ca.gov 
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Questions 
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Thank You 
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